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nearest-run thing you ever saw 

in your life" and saw the death 

or wounding of nearly 50,000 

soldiers and devastation of 

parts of Belgium.  The defeat at 

Waterloo ended Napoleon's 

rule as Emperor of the French, 

and marked the end of 

his Hundred Days return from 

exile.  To mark this “glorious” 

event, a new exhibition of the 

Waterloo story is open at The 

Wellington Arch and Duke of 

Wellington’s residency Apsley 

House at Hyde Park in London 

from 18 April. 

200 years ago also marked an 

historic occasion in the 

geological world.  William Smith 

(1769 –1839) was an English 

geologist who created the first 

nationwide geological map.  In 

1794, working as a surveyor on 

the construction for the 

Somerset Coal Canal, Smith 

recognised that each 

stratigraphic horizon contained 

a unique assemblage of fossils. 

This enabled him to work out 

the chronological order of strata 

from the fossils they contained. 

From 1799 he mapped local 

strata, eventually creating the 

first geological map of England 

and Wales, published in 1815. 

Closer to home, it is the 100th 

Anniversaries  

This year two Magna Cartas 

have major anniversaries. In 

England, it is the 800th 

anniversary of the famed 

agreement signed by King John 

and the Barons at Runnymede 

and has been the subject of a 

major exhibition at the British 

Library from 13 March until 1 

September.  It was essentially a 

peace treaty and despite being 

annulled by the Pope within a 

few weeks and subsequently 

modified, it has gone on to 

become the cornerstone of 

Britain’s (unwritten) 

constitution as well as that of 

the USA amongst others.  It has 

most importantly established 

the principle that everyone is 

subject to the law and has 

inspired some of today’s 

fundamental liberties. 

200 years ago on the 18th June 

saw, some would say, the most 

famous victory in Britain’s 

military history, the Battle of 

Waterloo, where Emperor 

Napoleon took on the might of 

the Allied Armies of Britain, 

Prussia, Netherlands and 

Belgium under the command of 

the Duke of Wellington. 

According to Wellington, 

however, the battle was "the 

anniversary of the establishment 

of the Womens’ Institute.  The 

first WI meeting in the UK was 

held in Llanfairpwll on Anglesey 

on 16 September 1915.  Since 

then, the organisation has 

grown to become the largest 

women's voluntary organisation 

in the UK with over 212,000 

members.  The WI was first 

established to educate rural 

women, and to encourage 

countrywomen to get involved 

in growing and preserving food 

to help increase the supply of 

food to the war-torn 

nation.  Education and the 

sharing of skills have always 

been at the heart of the 

organisation, and this remains 

true today.   

In Liverpool there is currently a 

wonderful and informative 

exhibition at the Maritime 

Museum that also follows the 

impact of World War I on our 

war-torn nation.  On May 7th 

2015, the ocean 

liner RMS Lusitania  was 

torpedoed by the German U-

boat U-20 and sank in 18 

minutes.  The vessel went down 

11 miles off the Old Head of 

Kinsale, Ireland, killing 1,198 and 

leaving 761 survivors.  The 

sinking turned public opinion in 

many countries against 
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Forthcoming Lecture NOT to be missed 
22nd October 2015  ‘The story of the Staffordshire Hoard’ by Stephen Dean 

On 5th of July 2009 a metal detector user unearthed gold objects in a Staffordshire field.  Thus began the 

discovery of the largest hoard of Anglo Saxon treasure ever found.  Consisting of over 1,600 items 

including fittings from the hilts of swords, fragments from helmets, Christian crosses and magnificent 

pieces of garnet work. 

The hoard is likely to have been buried at some time between 650-700 AD when this area of Staffordshire 

was the heartland of the Anglo Saxon kingdom of Mercia.  The hoard consists almost entirely of items 

associated with war, and it has been suggested this is a ‘trophy hoard’ ie: material collected from 

vanquished enemies.  The sword blades perhaps reused after being stripped of their valuable fittings.  

Sadly no feminine objects, for example dress fittings, pendants or broaches were amongst the finds. 

In October 2014 the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery launched their new Staffordshire Hoard 

permanent display.  Seventy percent of the 4,000 hoard fragments are now displayed there. 

Entry is FREE www.bmag.org.uk     www.staffordshirehoard.org.uk/about/developing-the-mercian-trail 

  Sue Payne 
 

 

Germany, contributed to the American entry into 

WW I and became an iconic symbol in military 

recruiting campaigns of why the war was being 

fought. 

Cunard, the owner of the Lusitania, is also 

celebrating another anniversary this year, albeit 

less poignant.  It is 175 years since the foundation 

of Liverpool’s own luxury ocean-going shipping 

line.  To recognise this historic event, between 

24th and 26th May 2015, all three Cunard ships, 

Queens Victoria, Mary 2 and Elizabeth, will call at 

Liverpool to salute a city that will be forever part 

of the company’s history, culminating in all three 

Queens meeting on the Mersey for the first time 

on 25th May.  So make sure you take your place 

near the Three Graces World Heritage Site for this 

remarkable event. 

Another local institution celebrating 175 academic 

years is the University of Chester.   It has been 

breaking new ground since 1839, when it was 

founded by such pioneers as the great 19th-

century Prime Ministers, William Gladstone and 

the Earl of Derby.  It is one of the oldest English 

Higher Education establishments of any kind, pre-

dating all but Oxford, Cambridge, London and 

Durham, and was the first in the country to be 

purpose-built for the professional training of 

teachers, albeit only men, guided by Christian 

values. 

In New Zealand, this year marks the 175th 

anniversary of the Treaty of Waitangi, a Magna 

Carta agreed between Maori chiefs and leaders of 

the British settlers in 1840 – by which the nation 

of New Zealand was created.  This brings us neatly 

back to the English Magna Carta whose exhibition 

should not be missed in this year of celebrations. 

John Cubitt 
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HLHS Research Group 

The group meets informally on the first Monday of the month to discuss findings and plan further 

investigations.  We are developing plans to catalogue and store last year’s Chester Sub-aqua Club finds in 

the river Dee and a few thousand finds from other past digs and field walks.  In 2015 further dives are 

being planned to investigate the river near the castle.   

In October, the research group and several of the divers visited the National Waterways Museum at 

Ellesmere Port. (see picture) 

Over the first two weekends of May 2015 and the week in-between, (ie: 2-10 May) a major dig will take 

place on Croxton's Field led by our archaeologist friend Phil Cox and aided by volunteers from the Caer 

Alyn Archaeological and 

Heritage Project.  This dig will 

attempt to identify features 

detected in a magnetometry 

survey by Peter France and John 

Emmett of Wirral Archaeology a 

couple of years ago.  In a 

preliminary investigation of 

Croxton's Field, we found a 

probable Roman track-way and 

the edge of what is likely to be a 

large rubbish pit.  The site 

certainly holds the prospect of 

being a particularly interesting 

location. 

The group also does research 

using historical documents and 

we hope to study the Ormerod Archive which is now in the Chester Record Office. 

We are currently developing a proposal for a new project – a survey of the Roman Tile Works and 

surrounding area – for which we will need a large grant from Heritage Lotteries fund. 

Any HLHS member interested in taking part in the group's activities, including helping with the 

archaeological dig above, is most welcome to do so, indeed we would welcome any support that can be 

provided.  The more volunteers we have the more we can excavate! For further information, talk to a 

committee member or phone Rod Hobbs on 01829 271873. 

Rod Hobbs 
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Events: June to October 2015 

Summer Outings 2015 

Thursday 18th June  
 A geological visit to Overleigh cemetery, by the Grosvenor 
bridge, Chester, with Professor Cynthia Burek.  
The walk will highlight material from last year’s HLHS lecture on 
Chester Natural History Society.  
Meet: Castle car park, 6.00pm prompt. The walk lasts 1-2 hours, 
approx. (£3.00 for non members).  
 

Wednesday, 15th July 
Visit to Crewe Hill, home and garden of the Barnston family, by 
kind invitation of Michael Trevor-Barnston.  
Meet at Crewe Hill at 5.00 pm.  
(Limited to 25 HLHS members - with priority to those who 
missed out last year). Visit lasts 1-2 hours  
   

# Numbers may be limited for both outings. Call Marlene 
Ayling (01978 852938) or Marie Leibin (01978 363404) to book 
your place, confirm meeting place, times etc. 
 

Lecture programme 
Thursday, 24th September 2015 
AGM to be followed by: 
What do the records of Holt tell us about its inhabitants? 
Kathryn Burtinshaw 
 
Thursday, 22nd October 2015  
‘Wear these bright jewels, beloved Beowulf’: the story of the 
Staffordshire Hoard 
Stephen Dean, Principal Archaeologist for Staffordshire County 
Council 
 

Meetings 
Held on 4th Thursday of relevant months at Holt Community 
Centre, Chapel Street, Holt starting 7:30pm. 
 
 

 

Subscription Increase 
The last AGM approved an increase 

in subscription rates to £10:00 per 

annum starting in 2015; the last 

increase being 8 years ago. 

This will allow a balance to be 

maintained between member 

services and our successful research 

activities such as the River Dee dives 

and following up on the Croxton's 

Field dig. We also may need to pay 

for external services such as 

archaeological excavations planning 

and interpretation, 

dendrochronology and expert boat 

advice.  

 

CONTACT DETAILS              Web site: http://holtlhs@weebly.com 

Correspondence: The Secretary, Holt Local History Society, 
8 Whitegate Fields, Holt  LL13 9JE 

 

 

http://holtlhs@weebly.com/

