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Summer Walks 
In June an evening walk was 
organised around the historic 
market town of Ruthin under the 
guidance of Professor Cynthia 
Burek. 
The tour included many natural 
geological features found in the 
construction of the many fine 
buildings. The visit was enjoyed by 
all who took part.  Knowledge 
gained from other walks was put to 
good use in the questions asked of 
Cynthia. We are now looking to 
everyone for places to visit next 
year. 
 
Peter Appleton led a visit to the 
Brymbo Fossil Forest, which is 
on the original site of the old 
Brymbo steel works. 
Many features are still there and 
are very interesting to see, as is 
the Fossil Museum with its many 
exhibits. Peter was very informative 
and interesting. The evening was 
most enjoyable and well attended. 

Chairman’s Report from September’s AGM 

 

 

 

Lectures 
Last year’s AGM was concluded 
with a talk by Derrick Pratt on 
the “Nuts & Bolts of Lordship” 
followed by “Romano-British 
Settlement and Landscape in 
the Lowland North West by Dr 
Rob Philpott in October. In 
November Bill Britnall spoke on 

The Making of the Maelor Saesneg landscape. The 
new year started with Peter Appleton’s talk on 
“Brymbo’s Fossil Forest” on the site of John 
Wilkinson’s old iron works. This inspired a site visit for 
members in July. 

The other lectures were no less memorable with 
“Treasures of the river Dee” by the irrepressible Idris 
Evans; “The Servants of Erddig” by the renowned Jill 
Burton; and “Tracing the History of Your House” by 
Dr Mike Nevell. 

The second walk in the summer was a successful 
“Guided Tour of Ruthin” led by Professor Cynthia 
Burek who explained the key features and geology of 
the landscape, buildings and structures. Thanks to 
Ann Main for arranging this year’s lectures plus 
Marlene Ayling and Marie Leibin for the walks. 
 
Other Events 
The HLHS Research Group completed eight 
archaeological field walks in Holt which yielded 4000 
finds, the prime of which were displayed in the May 
exhibition. 

The 20th Anniversary celebrations culminated in a 
lecture by Professor Gaunt on “The Civil War in 
Cheshire” on the 12th May, as well as a Roman 
procession by Holt School children, followed by an 
exhibition of the entrants to the School’s Arts and 
Story competition at Kenyon Hall on May 13th. 

In July, HLHS secured a £10,000 grant from Northern 
Marches Cymru to uncover more of Holt’s history in 
relation to “Crossings of the River Dee” 

A social event for all members is to be held in the 
Kenyon Hall on December 6th to round off the 20th 
anniversary celebrations including a review of the 
year as well as entertainment. 

 

Forthcoming Lectures 

Medieval Pilgrimage to     
St Winifred’s Well, Holywell     
Dr Richard Turner, CADW 

Tales of the Marches, Graham Dodd 

Roman Pottery from Holt, Liz 
Royles/Laura Pooley, Grosvenor 
Museum 

24 January 2012 at 7.30 pm 

28 February 2013 at 7.30 pm 

28 March 2013 7.30 pm 
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Holt Castle Excavations 2012 
During August & September this year Holt castle was 
once more under siege but this time by a group of 
volunteers working under guidance from Steve 
Grenter and Eleri Farley from Wrexham’s Heritage 
Services. This was the first ever archaeological 
excavation of Holt castle – though, as we found, 
there have been many, many minor pits dug into its 
foundations since the 17th century as well as major 
shipments of stone leaving the site including ones to 
build the foundations of an earlier version of Eaton 
Hall. A good turnout of 21 volunteers on day one were 

given the background to the Castle’s history and 
the main purposes of this excavation. Two main 
cuts were made intersecting each other from north 
to south and east to west across the courtyard, 
having a width of 1 metre and a depth of up to 1.5 
metres. The objectives were to (i) establish the 
nature of deposits in the courtyard and record all 
the different levels therein (ii) increase knowledge 
of the construction and uses of the castle (iii) 
collect sandstone for the reconsolidation of the 
castle’s masonry (iv) find the outer most reaches of 
the curtain wall and towers and (v) locate finds. 

After 6 weeks of hewing, trowelling, washing and sorting we 
believe two cobbled areas uncovered were the courtyard as at 
the time of the civil war, and all the deposits and levels met in 
getting down to this level were recorded and sampled for future 
interpretation. Few finds were contemporary with the castle’s 
period of use, being limited to musket balls and other minor 
items. Other finds included clay pipe pieces and Victorian 
bottles through to current crisp packets. Besides working on 
top of the courtyard a single trench was dug on the east side of 
the grounds where the beginning of the ditch that surrounded 
the castle was located. 

Further work is planned for 2013 and 2014 to take the whole 
courtyard surface back to its historic levels and to consolidate the 
remaining castle’s stonework from both the inside and outside. The 
ditch edge will be chased around the castle showing its original size 
and hopefully an investigation of the river Dee inlet to the Chapel 
Tower will be informative. A major part of the project is to make 
the castle more available and better understood for the benefit of 
Holt community and visitors, with better access to the site and the 
building. Information panels showing the additions to our 
knowledge from this project and educational brochures are planned.                 

Paul Hinchliffe 
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HLHS 20th Anniversary Year 
 In May this year we held a Village 

event. We linked with Holt Primary 
School to encourage the children to 
take an active interest in the history of 
their delightful village. As part of the 
celebrations the children became 
Legionaries, with the help of Roman 
Tours. Carrying shields and dressed in 
body armour, they were drilled and 
then marched through the village to 
the Kenyon Hall. Pupils of Holt school 
also entered art and story 
competitions with the same theme. 
The entries were displayed and prizes 
presented by the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Wrexham. 

We will be holding a social event in the 
Kenyon Hall to mark the end of our 
20th year on Thursday December 6th 
from 6 to 9pm. This is an open 
evening for the village together with 
all Society members and friends. It will 
cover our events and discoveries over 
the past 20 years, including field walks 
and other surveys. It will also look 
forward to our plans for a 'Holt Garden 
Dig' next spring in which we hope you 
will take an active part.  

Sue Payne 

As we come to the end of our 20th 
Anniversary year we are able to share with 
you the events of 2012. Many of the 
people who were originally instrumental in 
the formation of Holt Local History Society 
still remain active both on the Committee 
and as members. This contributes to the 
continued success of the Society and it is a 
real achievement that we can now 
celebrate our 20th Anniversary year. 
During the year we have been treated to 
so many interesting lectures on a wide 
variety of subjects. 
In January Peter Appleton gave a talk on 
“Brymbo Fossil Forest”. We followed up our 
interest in this topic by having a visit to 
the site during the summer. Jill Burton 
talked about “The Servants of Erddig”. This 
proved to be a very informative talk, 
especially as Erddig is so well known to the 
members. Lectures are well attended and 
are a good balance between local history 
and wider topics. 
Field Walking has proved interesting. A 
small group, together with members of 
Llay Caer Alyn Project spent time from 
October 2010 to March 2012 walking in 
fields near Chester Lane. Many of the 
artifacts proved to be Roman and these 
were displayed during out celebrations in 
May.  
Some of our members worked alongside 
Wrexham Museum during their summer 
excavation on the Castle site. Our 
Research Group were also successful in 
obtaining a grant from Northern Marches 
Cymru which has enabled the employment 
of members of the Wirral Archaeology 
group. Using their expertise they have 
begun to survey areas around the village 
looking for possible Roman crossing places 
on the river Dee. There are articles from 
our Research Group in this Newsletter.    
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Contact information 

Holt Local History Society – http://Holtlhs.weebly.com 

Chester Landscape History Society – www.chesterlandscapehistory.org.uk 

Holt Village – www.holtvillage.co.uk 

Items and ideas for future editions to Linda Cleary - Linda.holthome@BTinternet.com 

   

Crossing the River Dee – A Holt Community Project 
 

Membership 
At the last count we have xxx members of the HLHS, it is very pleasing 
to know that there is such support and interest in the community for the 
Society. 
The cost of HLHS membership is £7.50.   To join or renew your 
membership please pass monies to Brian Payne or send him a cheque 
made payable to ‘Holt Local History Society’. 
Brian’s contact details are: 01829 270562 and 
briasue.payne@btinternet.com  
 

THE LOREM IPSUMS SPRING 2016 

 

In July 2012 after a lot of hard work by the 
Research Group, Holt Local History Society 
was awarded £10,000 by Northern Marches 
Cymru in the form of a community heritage 
and culture grant to undertake an evaluation 
of Holt as a major historic communication 
centre using modern investigative 
techniques. The grant will run until 
September 2013. 

We know from desk research that Holt has 
been for thousands of years a major 
geographic centre of communications on the 
border between England and Wales, 
evidenced by the first ford across the Dee 
south of Chester, the R660 Roman Road, 
close proximity to the early route of Watling 
Street, the positioning of Holt’s Roman tile 
works and the need to transport its wares, 
the positioning of an “English” medieval town 
and Castle within Wales, a key route during 
the civil war, and routes used by Drovers and 
Salt Traders from Nantwich.  

Holt has a strong history but apart from 
HLHS endeavours and those of its president 
Derrick Pratt, little new research has been 
published in the last 100 years (T Arthur 
Acton’s 1908-1914 excavations of the Roman 
Tileworks in 1927 by W Grimes and AN 
Palmer’s “The Town of Holt, in County 
Denbigh, in 1910). Holt Local History Society 
wishes to fill some of the knowledge gaps 
from the Romano British, Medieval and Post 
Medieval periods.  
This project will focus on landscape features 
already revealed from desk research and the 
interpretation of LiDAR (Light Detection and 
Ranging) maps of the area obtained from the 
Department of the Environment. This has 
already resulted in the identification of a 
potential Roman Fort, which is now registered 
with the Clwyd and Powys Archaeological 
Trust but now needs additional geophysical 
surveying and possible test archaeology to 
add to the evidence. Also coupling LiDAR and 
geophysical surveys with underwater 

research in the River Dee, we hope, will 
assist in identifying more communication 
routes.  

HLHS, with this grant, intends to 
investigate and evaluate 6 or more cultural 
heritage sites in Holt and its environs.  

1) Potential crossings/bridges over the Dee 
at Holt Castle and Deeside (extension of 
Roman Road R660 goes down Deeside then 
stops at the banks of the River Dee).  
2) The potential Civil War siege works, 
currently described as "fishponds" on OS 
maps. Aerial photography, LiDAR and 
large-scale ordnance maps show an 
overlying structure that would benefit from 
further investigation.  
3) Possible Roman road, near to the Roman 
tile works, that may cross the Dee. 

4) Three potential Roman forts/marching 
camps located near Holt. HLHS will initially 
investigate these sites using a mixture of 
desk-based studies, non-invasive 
geophysics (resistivity and magnetics), field 
walking, and diving in the River Dee. 

In addition the wider historic and cultural 
development of Holt will be studied in 2013 
(the Big Dig), with the involvement of the 
whole Community including Holt School 
using a set of archaeological test pits in 
willing families gardens throughout the 
village. This will lead to the identification of 
artefacts and possible strata similarities 
and will be undertaken by the families 
themselves through an education 
programme provided by a professional 
archaeologist. HLHS has volunteers to 
assist as well. Out of this research HLHS 
wishes to provide a free publication for the 
households of Holt, Wrexham Museum and 
Heritage Centre and replace the 
information boards in the village centre. 
Let’s hope the current dreadful weather 
conditions improve!  

John Cubitt 

 


